


















































Greater Columbus 
Convention Center

Host of Convening Leaders 2023



Venue Sustainability “Crash Course”

Today’s Learning Objectives:

1. Webinar participants will have a basic understanding of the LEED rating 
system and how it benefits events

2. Webinar participants will be able to draw parallels between sustainable 
venue practices and the meetings industry

3. Webinar participant will be able to demonstrate the integrative process 
in-person at CL23 and beyond [SHAMELESS PLUG]

4. Webinar participant will be able to identify the closest bars and 
restaurants to the Greater Columbus Convention Center [JOKE…SORT OF!]



The Greater Columbus Convention Center (GCCC) 
North Building achieved LEED® Silver certification 
under the under the Existing Buildings 
(Operations + Management) program in August 
2019. In general, independent third-party 
certifications are significantly more credible than 
“self-certification” or no certification.
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Thesis:
The fundamentals of the LEED rating system and the fundamentals 
of hosting sustainable events are almost identical. On the following 
slides we will discuss the pillars of LEED and how they directly 
relate to holding more sustainable events.

Disclaimer: This is not an endorsement of USGBC or US based rating systems, just an 
examination of how they fundamentally help make meetings more sustainable.
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Transparency, Transparency, Transparency…

This information is publicly available on the 
USGBC website here →
https://www.usgbc.org/projects/greater-
columbus-convention-center-north-
0?view=scorecard
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https://www.usgbc.org/projects/greater-columbus-convention-center-north-0?view=scorecard


Venue Sustainability “Crash Course”

Water Efficiency (WE)
The GCCC uses low-flow water fixtures throughout the North Building to minimize water usage. The 
exterior landscaping also utilizes drip lines to maximize effectiveness and minimize water usage.
Why Water Efficiency matters for CL23 and other events: City water is treated with chemicals and pumped 
all over the city, which uses a lot of resources. The less water buildings use, the less of a negative impact a 
building will have on its local ecosystem. Also, we will be measuring water use during CL23 to provide a 
measurable data point for CL’s sustainability report. Help GCCC host the most sustainable CL ever!

Sustainable Site (SS)
The Greater Columbus Convention Center (GCCC) is located in a densely populated urban area and is very 
well connected to public transit. The area is extremely walkable and virtually everything a person could 
need is within easy walking (or biking) distance.
Why a Sustainable Site matters for CL23 and other events: Sustainable Sites often redevelop urban land and 
are closely connected to their communities. Event Attendees benefit by being in a walkable area well-
connected to transportation, restaurants/businesses, and nightlife.
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Energy and Atmosphere (EA)
The GCCC is an exceptionally energy efficient facility. GCCC’s energy usage is measured in real-time and 
tracked to identify potential issues and highlight opportunities for savings. All lighting in the front-of house 
is energy efficient LED, including all of the Exhibit Halls.  
Why Energy and Atmosphere matters for CL23 and other events: Energy is a major input for buildings…and 
emissions from that energy is a major output, generally in the form of carbon. To begin to get control of 
carbon emissions, a building has to benchmark its energy use and reduce it. This matters for events because 
the less energy the host facility uses, the lower the carbon footprint of the event.

To host the most sustainable events possible, GCCC purchases Green-e Energy® Certified wind, 
hydroelectric and/or solar Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) equal to 100% of the annual electricity usage 
of the facility.

We will also be measuring energy use during CL23 to provide a measurable data point for CL’s sustainability 
report. Using less energy will help GCCC host the most sustainable CL ever!
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Material and Resources (MR)
The GCCC has a sustainable purchasing policy and follows the Reduce, Reuse, Recycle (3R) model to 
minimize waste. Paper products used throughout the facility are made with 100% post-consumer content 
and a single-stream recycling program exists with recycling and compost containers throughout the event 
spaces to collect and process recyclable materials. All disposable service items (plates, forks, straws, etc.) 
are compostable and are transported by GCCC’s commercial composter and turned into a soil amendment 
at their compost facility.
Why Materials and Resources matter for CL23 and other events: Materials and Resources are the 
touchstone of the entire sustainability program because this is where Event Attendees can see, touch, and 
interact with the program. Event (and Facility) Sustainability Programs rise or fail based on how they handle 
purchasing and disposing of materials. 3R all the way, and yes, we’ll be measuring the recycling, compost, 
and waste streams during CL!
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Indoor Environmental Quality (IQ)
The GCCC has documented Indoor Air Quality and Green Cleaning programs to ensure building 
occupants have a healthy indoor environment as free of viruses, Volatile Organic Compounds 
(VOCs) and other contaminants as possible. Those same programs came in very useful when the 
COVID-19 pandemic started because all of the event spaces had already been tested for Indoor 
Air Quality. In 2020 all of the HVAC filters in the facility were upgraded to MERV14 and GCCC 
embarked on the GBAC (Global Biorisk Advisory Council) certification to verify the proper 
cleaning procedures are in place to maintain human health.
Why Indoor Environmental Quality matters for CL23 and other events: Healthy indoor 
environments are the absolute number one priority for meetings and events, full stop. Having 
multiple certifications in this area means GCCC is ready to host the healthiest CL ever!
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Innovation in Operations (IO)
The GCCC received additional credit for going above the program requirements for sustainable 
purchasing, water conservation and green cleaning program effectiveness.
Why Innovation in Operations matters for CL23 and other events: GCCC never stops pushing the envelope 
and is willing to partner to make all events as sustainable as possible.

Regional Priority (RP)
The GCCC received Regional Priority credits for Alternative Commuting Transportation options and 
On-Site and Off-Site Renewable Energy.
Why Regional Priority matters for CL23 and other events: Leaving a positive legacy is never a bad 
thing and being aware of the most critical environmental issues locally will benefit everyone involved.
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Integrative Process
To support high-performance, 
cost-effective, equitable project 
outcomes through an early 
analysis of the interrelationships 
among systems.

The key to success:
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Key takeaway:

If you contract with a sustainable venue and 
are intentional and open to greening your 
event, you will automatically have a more 
sustainable event at little to no additional 
cost. Be sure to take a quick peek back-of-
house to make sure the venue is doing what 
they say they’re doing… and then start taking 
credit for their sustainable practices in your 
event marketing materials!



I would be happy to answer any questions about Sustainability and/or 
GCCC in the chat. You can also contact me offline: 

Ryan Thorpe
Assistant General Manager
Greater Columbus Convention Center/ASM Global
rthorpe@columbusconventions.com
Direct: +1 (614) 827-2573

mailto:rthorpe@columbusconventions.com


We Look Forward to Seeing You at CL23!




















