Environmental Clause:  

Environmental Expectations
US Green Building Council expects the HOTEL will adhere to the following green practices which include:  waste management, recycling, energy use, use of renewable resources and conservation of non-renewable resources.

Specific green practice requirements:  

HOTEL agrees to provide and/or implement the following at no additional charge to US Green Building Council:

· Recycling Participation – 

· Provide a recycling program (recycling paper, plastic, glass, aluminum cans, cardboard and grease) for entire hotel including sleeping rooms and meeting space.

· Provide clearly marked recycling containers in common areas including lobby and HOTEL guest rooms unless HOTEL sorts and recycles.

· Energy Use – 

· Instruct HOTEL housekeeping staff to shut blinds and turn down the heat/air conditioning and turn off lights during the day in rooms while attendees are gone. 

· Implement a towel and sheet reuse program.

· Waste Minimization – 

· Instruct the HOTEL housekeeping staff to not replace consumable amenities daily unless they are gone. Use of soap and shampoo dispensers would be optimal.  The HOTEL will participate in an amenity donation program –if available locally.

· Use glass or china (non-disposable) catering plates, cups and glasses.

· NO polystyrene used under any circumstances.


· Serve condiments in bulk containers, not individual servings, eliminating wasteful packaging. This includes sugar, creamer, butter, cream cheese, etc. (exception:  serve sugar substitutes in individual servings). 

· Use cloth napkins, whenever possible. Use coasters instead of cocktail napkins.  If paper napkins are required – then they must be made of post-consumer recycled paper.

· Donate all left over food to a local food bank. 

· Donate all table scraps to a local farm or compost – if program is available or made available by Greenbuild.
· If food and beverage events are not booked in hotel, hotel is to offer locally grown, organic option in food and beverage outlets.  Polystyrene is not to be used in any venue of the hotel.
· Environmentally Responsible Purchasing – 

· Use cleaning products that do not introduce toxins into the air or water.

· Use shade-grown coffee at any conference functions. 

· Use predominately local, organic produce/products in any food and beverage events contracted as a part of the conference.

The HOTEL recognizes US Green Building Council's commitment and supports US Green Building Council's efforts to provide a "green" meeting for its attendees. The HOTEL agrees to work collaboratively with US Green Building Council to improve the overall environmental performance and efficiency of the HOTEL. 

HOTEL personnel agree to work with US Green Building Council and their consultant, Meeting Strategies Worldwide, to enhance any and all environmental practices performed over the contracted conference dates.  US Green Building Council agrees to provide expertise and recommendations to the HOTEL on "greening" the facility over the term of this contract. Similarly, The HOTEL agrees to support this commitment internally by engaging and educating all departments of the HOTEL about this commitment. 

Hotel will communicate to US Green Building Council and their consultant, Meeting Strategies Worldwide, no later than 90 days before conference executes any barriers experienced for the requested environmental practices that may prevent hotel from complying.   
Any programs in place at the time of signing will be in place at the time of the event and the HOTEL agrees to cooperate with enhancing any such programs. Failure to adhere to the stated green policies is considered in breach of contract and may result in compensation concessions for US Green Building Council.
The following specific documentation is due within 30 days of the event to receive any final payments due the HOTEL:

· Recycling weights/amounts for:

· Paper, plastic, glass, aluminum/cans, cardboard

· Waste by weight for: landfill (non-recyclable materials), food 

· Amount of donated food in weight – if food/beverage were contracted as part of the conference 

· Food weight that was composted – if composting was available and if food/beverage were contracted as part of the conference 

· Number of US Green Building Council’s guests participating in the towel/sheet reuse program

· Percentage of locally grown products used in food/beverage services – if food/beverage were contracted as part of the conference 

· Percentage of organically grown products used in food/beverage services - if food/beverage were contracted as part of the conference 

· Paper content of the bathroom products 

· Specifications of any biodegradable products used

