Environmentally Responsible Meeting Clause

US Green Building Council (USGBC) is committed to conducting an environmentally responsible conference. Colorado Convention Center (COLORADO CONVENTION CENTER) agrees to support that goal through environmentally responsible procedures and practices of the convention center and its employees, vendors, and contractors. COLORADO CONVENTION CENTER agrees to work collaboratively with USGBC for the duration of this contract to improve the overall environmental performance and efficiency of the convention center, and to ensure that the environmental performance of the conference serves to demonstrate leadership and continual improvement in environmental performance.

USGBC agrees to provide the expertise of their green meeting consultant, Meeting Strategies Worldwide and recommendations to the COLORADO CONVENTION CENTER on improving the overall environmental responsibility of the facility over the duration of the contract. Similarly, COLORADO CONVENTION CENTER agrees to support the commitment internally by engaging and educating all departments of the convention center regarding this special commitment.

COLORADO CONVENTION CENTER and the on-site caterer will implement the following procedures and practices during the conference.

· Minimize energy use by reducing the lights, power and HVAC during move in and move out times in the exhibit hall and turning off lights in meeting rooms when not in use.

· Minimize waste by: 

· Providing drinking water in large containers rather than individual bottles,

· Serving juice, ice tea, coffee and water in pitchers rather than individual containers,

· Using china service or biodegradable disposable service ware rather than paper or plastic service ware at no additional cost to USGBC
· Purchasing and serving condiments in bulk,

· Donating left over food to the degree possible within safety and health regulations, and the Good Samaritan laws (visit http://www.pcma.org/source/community/network/usa/how/billemerson.asp for details on food donation).
· Compost food scraps and other biodegradable waste.

· Provide collection bins and facilities, staffing and training necessary to recycle all glass containers, aluminum and steel cans, plastic bottles, table coverings, pallets; paper (newspaper, cardboard and other office paper), and grease.

· Conserve natural resources by purchasing and providing all paper bathroom supplies with minimum 35% post-consumer recycled content paper.

· Minimize pollution and human exposure to toxic compounds by using environmentally responsible cleaning products for carpets, floors, kitchens, and bathrooms.

· Support local and sustainable agriculture by purchasing food and food products that are fresh and locally grown or certified as sustainable grown or organic- wherever possible and economically feasible- and offer sustainable menu options that reflect the real costs of purchases.  Provide a minimum average of twenty-five percent (20%) of total weight in food served as sustainable and organic at regular menu prices. 

· Minimize air pollution by cleaning parking lots, sidewalks and driveways without the use of two-cycle combustion engines.
COLORADO CONVENTION CENTER shall measure actual performance under each target and shall provide full documentation to USGBC on the actual performance under these targets no later than December 1, 2006. COLORADO CONVENTION CENTER will allow the report to be verified by an independent third party at USGBC’S request.
COLORADO CONVENTION CENTER  shall permit USGBC, USGBC’S agent, or an independent third party unlimited access to convention center as necessary to monitor and report on all the terms of this Environmentally Responsible Meeting clause including procedures, practices and performance targets.

The following specific documentation is due within 30 days of the event to receive final payment due the convention center and caterer:

· Recycling weights/amounts for:

· Paper, plastic, glass, aluminum/cans, cardboard

· Waste by weight for: landfill (non-recyclable materials), food 
· Amount of food composted – if program is available
· Amount of donated food in weight 
· Percentage of locally grown products used in food/beverage services

· Percentage of organically grown products used in food/beverage services

· Percentage of post consumer recycled bathroom paper products 
· Specifications of any biodegradable service products used
Optional data requested:

· Potential water savings by not pre-filling for any meal functions
· Total financial contribution to local community by using local vendors
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